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THYROID

THYROID, U. S. P. Yellowish to buff colored powder; characteristic meatlike
odor, saline taste. Contains 0.17% to 0.23% iodine in thyroid combination only
(no inorganic or other form of iodine).

Actions and uses. Thyroid, or specifically the thyroid hormone, thyroxin, is
used mainly to restore oxygen metabolism to normal, in the presence of a thyroid
deficiency state. The hormone appears to be utilized completely since none is
exoreted.

Prominent effects are increases, in oxygen metabolism, pulse rate, nervous
irritability. A concomitant and not necessarily desirable effect is weight loss.
Onset of action about 1 day after administration. Peak effect about the tenth
day and recedes slowly. Continued administration therefore leads to cumulative
effects.

Each 12 mg. thyroid (0.1 mg. thyroxin) will raise basal metabolic rate about 2%.

Toxicity.    Gross overtlosage reproduces the clinical picture of thyrotoxicosis.

Dosage. Should be adjusted to individual need. The U. S. P. usual dose is
GO mg.

Dosage forms. Thyroid Tablets, U. S. P.: 15 mg., 30 mg., 60 mg., 120 mg.
(each 12 mg. thyroid contains about 0.1 mg. thyroxin). the testicular hormone, lias been effective as replacement therapy
